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Compatriots, 

  

Now that time has sprung 

forward, we can all look 

ahead to warmer weather and 

more activities.  

 

I hope that you are making plans for being in Ro-

anoke from April 11-13th. This year’s State Con-

vention promises to be another great event for our 

Division. Details are on the web site and contact 

can be made with the Host Camp, the Fincastle 

Rifles. 

  

RVA. That is the newest fad in the Richmond 

area to increase tourism.  Living near NC, I have 

seen the OBX stickers for several years, which 

acknowledge that you have been to the Outer 

Banks. Richmond is making some head way with 

their slogan also. The city was named as one of 

the top 10 destinations for 2014 by Frommer’s, 

in their annual guidebook. It is only 1 of 3 in the 

United States with the top 10 designation. Being 

recognized as a top 10 destination is a great ac-

complishment, but I wanted to know further de-

tails as to why? I would certainly think it had to 

do with Our rich Confederate Heritage and His-

torical significance in the War of Northern Ag-

gression. 

 

According to the Frommer’s site, the ranking is 

“due in part to the proximity to important Civil 

War things during what is apparently a significant 

Civil War anniversary.”  I would agree that some 

very important activity happened during the War 

years.  I also see arrogance and disregard for the 

History in their reviews. 

 

This is further enhanced with their response of 

“but even if you don’t care a whit about the war, 

Richmond is coming into its own as a choice re-

gional destination with a growing slate of brewer-

ies, restaurants and even white-water rafting activ-

ities. Richmond got cool. Who gives a whit about 

history; we’ve got craft beer and good dining. And 

really, that’s what matters.”  

  

Is this the mind-set that we foresee? I know, that 

it is not.  We as defenders of Our Heritage are 

facing similar issues in every community in the 

South. I used Richmond as an example and there 

are many others.  Society is changing, as it has in 

the past. The greatest difference in this current 

change is how the citizenry has also changed from 

seeing and communicating in person to doing 

these skills electronically and at a much faster 

pace. You can use a new cell phone and get al-

most instance satisfaction when researching a par-

ticular topic as opposed to the past when you ac-

tually would visit and see first-hand many of our 

historical treasures. 

  

This is but one of the influences, which has led to 

how “Richmond got cool” and how Our Heritage 

is suffering. Beer, food, dance and games…is that 

what really matters? We think NOT and we need 

to continue with Our Charge to see that this is 

not the totality of the future of Our South.  

 

May God Bless, 

 

Mike 

 

 

Virginia Division Commander 



Chaplain’s Corner 

Compatriots, 

  

I want to bring to your atten-

tion a particular Sunday School 

lesson taught at my church last 

year.  This Sunday School les-

son was about the 4th Commandment of the 10 

Commandments from the Bible:  “Remember the 

Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” “Holy” in this con-

text means set apart for the Lord.   The fourth 

commandment specified that no work be per-

formed on the Sabbath, so that the Sabbath 

would be kept holy.  God had given the Sabbath 

as a day of rest and holiness to God.  Jesus ex-

pounded on that Commandment, saying (Mark 

2:27):  “The Sabbath was made for man, not man 

for  the Sabbath.”  Jesus has the authority to give 

the true interpretation of the role of the Sab-

bath.  The Sabbath day was given to benefit 

us.  The Commandment to keep the Sabbath day 

is not a burden that diminishes life, but a gift that 

enhances life.  The Lord blessed the Sabbath day 

and hallowed it.  The Sabbath is about God.  The 

Sabbath Commandment combines the elements 

of loving God and loving people.  The Sabbath is 

a time of helping others and focusing on God ra-

ther than the things of the world.  It is about 

spending time with God.  The heart of Sabbath is 

pausing all activity to honor God.  By honoring 

the Sabbath, God’s people provide a witness to 

the world.  Keeping the Sabbath is central to the 

witness of God’s people in the world.   

  

Nehemiah 13:15-17 (NIV) 

  

15 “Therefore I warned them against selling food 

on that day.  16 Men who lived in Jerusalem were 

bringing in fish and all kinds of merchandise and 

selling them in Jerusalem on the Sabbath to the 

people of Judah.  17  I rebuked the nobles of Ju-

dah and said to them, ‘What is this wicked thing 

you are doing – desecrating the Sabbath day” 

  

(KJV) 17 “What evil thing is this that ye do, and 

profane the Sabbath day?” 

  

In the 18th verse, Nehemiah reminded the people 

of the consequences their ancestors suffered by 

not keeping the Sabbath holy, bringing wrath up-

on Israel by desecrating and profaning the Sab-

bath. 

  

By not faithfully keeping the Sabbath, Nehemiah 

charged that the people “desecrate” and 

“profane” the Sabbath.  “Desecrate” and 

“p rofane”  a r e  s t rong l y  de sc r ipt i ve 

words.  “Desecrate” is defined in Webster’s dic-

tionary as “to violate the sanctity” or “to treat 

contemptuously often in a way that provokes out-

rage on the part of others.”  “Profane” in Web-

ster’s dictionary is defined as “serving to debase 

or defile what is holy; to treat something sacred 

with abuse, irreverence or contempt; to debase by 

a wrong use.”  These words should alarm us if we 

are not keeping the Sabbath.      

  

There was a Major League Baseball player, Billy 

Sunday, who refused to play in professional base-



Chaplain’s Corner 

ball games scheduled on the Sabbath day.  Also, 

there was the famous Scottish Olympian, Eric 

Liddell, who refused to compete in a qualifying 

heat for a race in the 1924 Paris Olympics be-

cause the qualifying heat was scheduled on the 

Sabbath day.  Eric Liddell had trained for four 

years to run in that particular Olympic race.  He 

instead honored God’s Commandment and ran in 

another race for which he had not trained and to 

the amazement of all, he won, breaking the world 

record for that race! 

  

Today, on the Sabbath day, stores, shops, thea-

ters, and restaurants, and all manner of businesses 

are open, sports games are held, and business 

meetings are conducted, while attendance is de-

clining in many churches.  This has become so 

much a commonplace habit today in American 

culture, that remembering the Sabbath day, to 

keep it holy, is rarely thought about. 

  

Imagine what the Sabbath would be like if the 

world honored it.  Together we would serve God, 

bond with our families, and reach out to our 

neighbors.  If the Sabbath was faithfully observed, 

churches would be overflowing with those waiting 

to hear a word from the Lord.  The churches 

would be overflowing.  Some churches would 

have to establish several services that day to ac-

commodate the overflow.  Pastors who thought 

they would have to close their doors due to a lack 

of attendance would be overjoyed that members 

remembered the Sabbath.  God would be glori-

fied.  It would be a non-working day.  Parents 

would have uninterrupted time to spend with 

their children.  Perhaps the entire family would 

share a meal together.  Observing the Sabbath 

would mean spending time with those who need 

us; they would be uplifted by people showing the 

compassion of God.  God would surely be blessed 

if on the Sabbath we reached out to those in need 

of a helping hand.  God wants us to keep the Sab-

bath day holy.          

  

Question:  Where should we be on the Sabbath 

day?  

Answer:  In a House of Worship, a House of 

God.  

  

Question:  What should we be doing on the Sab-

bath day?  

Answer:  Resting in God and keeping the Sabbath 

day holy.  

  

A word to the wise is sufficient.      

  

Respectfully, 

Michael Virts 



Tommy Thomas III 

Commanding 

BRIGADE REPORT 

 

The Magruder-Ewell Camp 

#99 held their monthly 

meeting on February 20, 

2014.   

 

Compatriot Skip Wood lit a 

memorial candle for his Confederate ancestor, Private 

John S. Morgan, Peninsula Artillery (Cosnahan’s Bat-

tery) 1st Company I.   

 

The speaker was Jesse Gundry, who spoke on “The 

Origins of Gunpowder.”   

 

Commander Wood presented 1st Lt. Commander 

Gundry with a certificate of appreciation for his pro-

gram.   

 

First Brigade Commander, Tommy Thomas III at-

tended the meeting and spoke on ways to improve the 

camp.   

 

Compatriot Frederick Carter was inducted as a 

member of the Magruder-Ewell Camp.   

 

The camp Adopt-a-Spot was cleaned on the 8th and 

27th of February.  There was also a cleanup of the 

Pvt. Henry Wyatt monument area at Big Bethel on 

February 8th, with the help of the UDC Bethel Chap-

ter. 

 

The Gen. Chambliss Jr. Camp #1779: held their 

monthly meeting on February 20, 2014.  They had a 

discussion about their upcoming April 26th and 27th 

event at the Chambliss Farm., where they have scraped 

paint in one room.   

 

On Sunday, February 23, camp members helped 1st 

Brigade Commander Thomas paint iron crosses at the 

Emporia, Briggs, and Chambliss cemeteries.   

On March 2nd the camp held a memorial ceremony 

for Walter B. Chambliss.  He was the brother and 

A.D.C. to General John R. Chambliss, Jr.  It was held 

at the Chambliss cemetery in Emporia.  First Brigade 

Commander Thomas was present at the ceremony.   

 

The James City Cavalry Camp #2095: met on Febru-

ary 26, 2014.  Their speaker was Compatriot John 

Sharrett. His topic of discussion was 

“Sesquicentennial! Activities at Gettysburg, July 1-5, 

2013.”   

 

Mr. Jim Leach was inducted as a new member of 

the camp.  

 

They voted to donate $200 to the Williamsburg 

UDC Chapter to assist with costs of the Fort Ma-

gruder fence repairs.  On February 22, the camp did 

temporary repairs to 75 feet of fence destroyed by a 

hit and run driver at Fort Magruder.  They also did 

trash cleanup at Peach Park Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The General Mahone Camp #1369:  met on Febru-

ary 3, 2014.  Park Ranger Randy Watkins gave a very 

interesting presentation on “The Beef Steak Raid.”  

He has been their speaker on several occasions.  On 

http://peninsulaartillery.com/history.htm
http://peninsulaartillery.com/history.htm
http://ncpedia.org/biography/wyatt-henry-lawson
http://www.craterroad.com/Beefsteakraid.html


February 15th they had their first fundraising of 2014.  

Each year the camp makes pork sausage.  Local people are 

more than willing to give donations to the camp so they 

can enjoy an old time recipe.  They had a great turnout of 

members and friends to help with the project. 

 

The Norfolk County Grays Camp #1549:  held their 

meeting on February 19th, 2014.  Their speakers were 

Edward Hicks and Wythe Holt, who along with Michael 

Cobb, authored by the Library of Virginia Award winning 

“Battle of Big Bethel.”  Their talk described every aspect of 

the battle.  This was the real first battle of the War and the 

Confederates won it decisively.  First Brigade Commander 

Thomas also spoke to the camp. 

 

The Isle of Wight Avengers Camp #14:  held their meet-

ing at the Carrollton Ruritan Club on February 4, 2014.  

The guest speaker for the evening was Commander John 

Sharrett of the Stonewall Camp #380.  He gave a talk on 

the 150th Anniversary Reenactment of the Battle of Get-

tysburg.  Commander Sharret attended as well as the 100th 

anniversary in 1963. 

 

The Tom Smith Camp #1702:  had Mark Simpson as 

their speaker.  He is the Lt. Commander-in-Chief for 

South Carolina.  Mike Pullen, Virginia Division Com-

mander, was also present as well as several commanders 

from other local camps.  They are preparing for a busy 

spring that was kicked off by clearing a family cemetery 

plot and picking up trash for their Adopt-a-Highway pro-

gram on Saturday, April 5, at 11:00 AM, at Bethlehem 

 

Christian Church, Suffolk.  There will be a headstone ded-

ication for James Goodman Pruden, 2nd Company E, 

Nansemond Guards, 6th Virginia Infantry.  His descend-

ants will be coming from as far away as Texas and Ohio.  

Anyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 

1st Brigade Commander Thomas spoke at the Stonewall 

Camp #380 monthly meeting and also at the Princess 

Anne Camp #484 meeting.  

 

Yours in the cause, 

 

C. W. Thomas III 

Commanding 

 

John Sharrett & Camp 2095 Compatriots 

http://www.n-ssa.org/TIDEWATER/NANSEMOND/nansemond.html
http://confederatecamp.net/


Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters—Camp 3000 

 
They are the cemeteries without an ad-
dress.  
 

One entrance has a painted plywood sign, “Four 
Cemeteries at Evergreen” before the chain link 
fence leading to a narrow, paved road surround-
ed by ivy-covered trees. 
 

The area is made up of Evergreen, East End, 
Colored Paupers and Oakwood Colored Paupers 
Section. Evergreen and East End were the pinna-

cle of African-American burial grounds in their 
heyday. Evergreen especially was made to match 
the grandeur of Hollywood Cemetery, the burial 
ground of white prestigious Virginians, 5 miles 
across the city. 
 
The four cemeteries neighbor the city-owned 
Oakwood Cemetery, the final resting place for an 
estimated 17,000 Confederate soldiers estab-
lished soon after the start of the Civil War. 
 
Today many of the thousands of grave markers 
in the four cemeteries are entangled in brush,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Richmond News 

Volunteers help restore ‘Four  

Cemeteries at Evergreen’ 

John Shuck photographs a headstone at Evergreen Cemetery. As headstones are discovered at Evergreen 

and East End cemeteries, near the Richmond-Henrico County line, he photographs them and posts them 

online. 



litter and fallen trees. The site is the most visible 
example of the consequences after years of    
neglect for the Richmond region’s historical cem-
eteries. 
 
The cleanup effort fueled by volunteers usually 
with no familial ties to the people buried there 
could be likened to the fable of the tortoise and 
the hare — slow yet steady. Organizers document 
each unearthed name of the deceased buried 
there to fill in the blanks for thousands of family 
trees. 
 
Richmond native Barry O’Keefe is a recent addi-
tion to the volunteer base. He is a graduate stu-
dent at Ohio University studying printmaking 
who contacted East End Cemetery volunteer co-
ordinator John Shuck about fundraising opportu-
nities after stumbling across Shuck’s website. 
 
O’Keefe said part of the reason he wanted to 
help is because he misses Richmond. 
“I was born in Richmond, grew up in Richmond 
and I never heard of (the cemeteries).” 
 
They came up with a plan for O’Keefe to sell 
woodcut portraits of three influential Richmond 
leaders buried at Evergreen and East End — Ro-
sa L. Dixon Bowser, John Mitchell Jr. and Mag-
gie L. Walker. 
 
They plan to use the $1,500 profit expected from 
sales to get dumpsters from a neighboring con-
struction landfill facility at a discount or rent 
goats to help clear some of the brush. 
 
Bowser, Walker and Mitchell were contemporar-
ies and all attended Richmond Colored Normal 
School. Bowser and Mitchell were valedictorians 
of their classes. 
 
The community leaders were buried alongside a 
host of African-American pioneers in medicine, 
education, politics and other fields. 
 

Past the gravesite of Ora Johnson Newman, a 
Richmond educator for whom the Virginia Union 
University all-women’s dormitory is named, and 
Sarah G. Jones, the first woman licensed to prac-
tice medicine in Virginia, are the Walker and 
Mitchell plots. 
 
A photo of Walker, the leader of “Black Wall 
Street” in post-Civil War Jackson Ward, visiting 
her husband’s gravesite around 1917 with her 
granddaughter shows young trees and well-kept 
grass. 
 
These days the trees cast long shadows over 
Walker’s resting place, a few yards from the 
gravesite where lies Mitchell — the community 
leader, City Council member and editor of the 
Richmond Planet famous for his relentless edito-
rials on racial injustice and lynching. 
 
His marker, which stretches the length of the 
grave, reads: “A man who would walk into the 
jaws of death for his race.” 
 
Beside him is a larger tribute to his mother, Re-
becca Mitchell, with an angel peering down grip-
ping a cross beside her: “She hated deceit and 
despised hypocrisy. Her Christian training and 
upright conduct made me all that I am, all that I 
hoped to be,” Mitchell memorialized. 
 
As late as 1999, the markers were hidden amid 
overgrowth and neglect. The founders of the 
cemetery in 1891 did not make a provision for 
perpetual care, according to “Here I Lay My Bur-
dens Down,” a book by Veronica A. Davis. Fami-
lies were charged with upkeep. 
 
As people moved away, died or couldn’t afford 
continuing care like at predominantly white cem-
eteries, the cemetery fell into disrepair except 
for a few plots where families forged pathways 
to reach their ancestors’ graves. 
 

The slow and steady progress is evident at the 60
-acre Evergreen and 10 to 14 acres at East End, 



Shuck said. Each day volunteers cut and weed is 
a potential for discovery. 
 
“Plots that were once hidden in the woods are 
now visible from the road,” he said. 
 
Shuck, who has been the face of cemetery clean-
up since soon after he started volunteering in 
2008, echoed the same sentiments retired Nation-
al Park Service ranger Jim Bell shared in 2000 
as he led many volunteer groups through the 
brush. 
 
“It’s tough to get the community involved,” he 
said. “We need help.” 
 
Shuck praised the various student groups — fra-
ternities, public schools and colleges — that 
show up many weekends to help clean up East 
End Cemetery, but noted that few civic, church 
or adult groups have stepped up to the plate for 
the long haul. 
 
Davis said cemeteries are some families’ last link 
to their history because of poorly kept records. 
Members of all races can benefit from the histor-
ical discoveries there, she said. 
 
“What I’m trying to get people to understand is 
these cemeteries are a community project,” she 
said. 
 
East End Cemetery also had a hopeful start in 
1897 as “the place to be buried,” Davis wrote in 
her book. Henrico educator Virginia E. Randolph 
was buried there until her body was exhumed to 
be laid to rest near where she opened her first 
school. 
 
Actor and tap dancer Bill “Bojangles” Robinson 
bought a plot at East End but it was already too 
overgrown by the time he died in 1949, so he was 
buried in New York. 
 

Bowser was one of the founders of the National 
Association of Colored Women and the first li-

censed black female teacher in Richmond. Her 
family maintains her gravesite at East End, 
Shuck said. 
 
The Colored Paupers and Oakwood Colored Pau-
pers Section include black Confederate soldiers 
and more than 800 children who died in a dis-
ease outbreak, Davis said. 
 
Year after year, section by section, as pathways 
are cleared, awareness of the sites’ history grows, 
which attracts more — though not always con-
sistent — help. 
 
Virginia Commonwealth University’s ASPiRE 
service learning program recently secured a 
$1,000 grant for rakes, shovels, protective gear, 
insect repellant and other supplies for further 
cleanup efforts as a core group of about 20 stu-
dents works weekly with Shuck at East End. 
 
The program’s executive director, Mary L. Slade, 
said she hopes the partnership will continue for 
at least three to five years. 
 
“We’re teaching you don’t just volunteer random-
ly,” she said. “You invest in something.” 
 

Posted: Sunday, February 16, 2014 12:00 am | Updated: 

3:26 pm, Wed Feb 19, 2014.  

 

BY LAURA KEBEDE—Richmond Times-Dispatch 
http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/local/city-of-richmond/volunteers-

help-restore-four-cemeteries-at-evergreen/article_b99931fd-780a-51ea-

9d53-4d07698d88ce.html#.UwVMajbSG9p.gmai 

Join SCV on TOGETHERWESERVED 
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  Notice to all 2nd Brigade 

camps! 

 

Division Adjutant, Tony Grif-

fin has mailed the State Con-

vention Credential forms to 

the address shown for your 

camp leaders.  Please ensure 

that your contact info is cor-

rect.  You must have this form 

signed by your camp Commander and Adjutant 

in order to vote in Roanoke, April 11 - 13, 2014.   

Of course, members in good standing can always 

attend and observe.  

 

The nominating committee proposed slate of of-

ficers for the next term is published elsewhere in 

this issue.  Anyone wanting to ‘step-up,’ can also 

be nominated from the floor.   Have someone 

prepared to give a short 'seconding' speech for 

you.  

 

The General Longstreet camp 1247, and the Fire 

Eaters Camp 3000 sent me their monthly re-

ports but I could not open them.   

 

Several event notices could not be opened.  My 

regrets, as I recently changed my computer and 

my email, which is now: 
 

rebel.yonder2@gmail.com 
 

Commander Mike Wright, 

mwrightscv@yahoo.com at 804-647-9861 and the 

Dearing-Beauregard, Camp 1813 will  conduct 

the 150th anniversary of the Fort Clinton action 

of May 9th, 1864 in Colonial Heights, Virginia.   

 

The 12th Virginia Infantry will conduct demon-

strations all day, along with a 4-cannon gun crew.  

 

Local historian, David Malgee will interpret the 

events, and musician, Stan Clardy will be on hand 

to add to the festivities.   

 

Contact Commander Mike Wright for additional 

details. 

 

Compatriot Art Taylor, tee1776@hotmail.com at 

804-449-6702 of the Capt Wm Latane Camp 

1690 tells us that the Hanover Historical Society, 

along with the Blue Gray Educational Society 

(BGES ) will conduct an event commemorating 

the North Anna battles of May 21-27; Lee's first 

victory and last, over Grant.  

 

The ceremonies will be held on May 24th, 2014.   

 

Contact Art Taylor for more details. 

 

The annual Jeff Davis ceremony will be June 7th 

2014 at Hollywood.  Guest speaker will be Mr. 

Patrick Falci, who portrayed Confederate General 

A. P. Hill in the movie Gettysburg.   

 

The National SCV Convention Planning Com-

mittee is making good progress towards our 2015 

event in Richmond, Virginia, to be held at Dou-

ble Tree Hotel on Midlothian Pike.  Also, the 

National Convention this year will be in Charles-

ton, S. C., link to details on our website. 

 

This will be my last report as your 2nd Brigade 

Commander.  I have decided to stand for Divi-

sion, 2nd Lt Commander.   

 

It has been a real pleasure to serve as your repre-

sentative, both up and down the line of communi-

cations.  We are all volunteers here, and I want to 

personally thank those officers and compatriots 

who willingly submitted their reports to me, and 

to those who ‘did their duty,’ and not just 'held' an 

office.   

 

Many thanks, 

 

Everette Ellis  

Everette Ellis 

Commanding 

mailto:rebel.yonder2@gmail.com
mailto:mwrightscv@yahoo.com
mailto:tee1776@hotmail.com


Stuart Horse    

Artillery, Camp 

#1784 

  

The camp is cur-

rently assisting in 

the planning for the 

150th Anniversary 

Re-enactment of the 

Battle of Cloyd’s 

Mountain, which will take place at the actu-

al site April 5-6, 2014.  More information can 

be found on www.civilwartraveler.com. 

  

The camp will also be participating in the 

dedication of a permanent flagpole at the 

gravesite of Captain Cleburne’s Wayside on 

Route 100 in Dublin, Va. on Saturday, May 

10th.  For more information, please contact 

Dana Jackson at riverrat321@hotmail.com. 

 

Fincastle Rifles Camp #1326 

  

The camp had its monthly meeting on Feb-

ruary 24, 2014 with Guest Speakers Jean 

Robbins and Gail McMillan; Authors of the 

book, “Dear Nannie…yours devotedly, Char-

lie.”   

 

The book features perspectives from the life 

of Nannie Godwin Figgat of Botetourt 

County through her diary, recipes and cor-

respondence.  They had copies of their book 

for sale at the meeting. 

  

The camp is active in the planning stages 

for the Virginia Division SCV Convention 

they will be hosting in April.  They are plan-

ning a highway cleanup on March 1st in 

Hanging Rock. 

 

The camp will also participate in the Roa-

noke St. Patrick’s Day parade in downtown 

Roanoke on March 15. 

 

The camp is in the process of applying for a 

Confederate Medal of Honor for Lt. Martin 

Van Buren Hickok who served gallantly in 

Co. D, 11th Virginia Infantry Regiment, the 

Fincastle Rifles.  Lt. Hickok is an ancestor 

of our compatriot, John Graham. 

 

Campbell Guard Camp #2117 

  

The camp met for the first time in the 

downstairs courtroom in the old Campbell 

County Courthouse in Rustburg in 16 

months.  They were able to get back in the 

courthouse through the efforts of several 

camp members and the Campbell County 

Historical Society. They will be meeting 

there from now on. 

 

Camp member, Rob Merryman gave them a 

good program on the Historic Courthouse 

built in 1848 and was the center for much 

recruitment during the War. 

  

Spring activities were discussed, such as, 

marker dedication and the dedication cere-

mony of Avoca Museum’s Civil War Trails 

Marker, with both events occurring in April. 

 

28th Virginia Infantry Camp 491 

  

The camp meets on the first Tuesday of 

each month and we inducted a new mem-

ber, Walter Garrison, into our camp.   

  

Several members of our camp attended a 

special program featuring, Colonel Keith 

Gibson, executive director of the Museum 

Programs and architectural historian at 

VMI.  The Southern Cross chapter in Salem, 

Virginia presented the program.  Colonel 

Gibson spoke of the May 15, 1864 New Mar-

ket Battle fought by cadets who ranged in 

age from 15-25 years old. 

  

The camp will participate in the St. Pat-

rick’s Day parade in Roanoke on March 

15th 

 

Submitted by 3rd Brigade Commander Mi-

chael Henderson  

Mike Henderson, Commanding 

http://battleofcloydsmtn.org/
http://battleofcloydsmtn.org/
http://www.civilwartraveler.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/sneakindeacon/7156530345/
mailto:riverrat321@hotmail.com
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=102311274
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=15842872
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=15842872


Activities of the Brigade 

Commander: 

 

February 7-8: Presented the 

history of the winter en-

campment of the First S.C. 

Infantry on the actual site at 

James Madison’s Montpel-

ier. The group slept in the 

reconstructed winter huts, with temperatures below 

32 degrees F. 

 

February 9: Attended the organizational meeting of 

the new Stafford Light Artillery Camp. The camp will 

be part of Fourth Brigade and they have scheduled 

the official charter ceremony for April 2 

 

The Kemper-Fry-Strother Camp #19 

 

February 18: Monthly meeting held at the Kemper 

Mansion in Madison. Due to the bad weather, 

attendance was light and the program was canceled, 

but a business meeting was held. 
Kemper-Fry-Strother Camp #19. February 8: Several 

camp members attended the 150 Anniversary Tour of 

the Battle of Morton’s Ford, hosted by the “Friends of 

Cedar Mountain Battlefield.” Historian, Bud Hall led the 

tour. 

 

The Clinton Hatcher Camp #21 

 

February 5: Quarterly camp meeting held at the Red, 

Hot & Blue in Leesburg.  Fifteen members attended. 

February 17: Color Sgt. Ray Borden participated in 

uniform with Confederate Re-enactors and other 

SCV members in the annual George Washington’s 

Birthday Parade in Alexandria. 

 

Also during February: Ken Fleming set up a special 

display at the Thomas Balch Library in Leesburg, 

called Those Men Who Wore the Gray, focusing on 

the post-war contributions of Loudoun County Con-

federate Veterans.  Lewis Leigh, C. M. Piggot, and 

Wynne Saffer assisted with the display and it will run 

through March. 

 

Jeff Davis Camp #305 

 

The camp normally meets every second Thursday 

each month at 6:30 pm, at the Royal Restaurant in 

Alexandria. However they did not meet in February. 

 

The Summers Koontz Camp #490 

 

February 20: Monthly camp meeting was held at the 

Luray Train Depot. Ten members attended and the 

program was “Confederate Trivia,” presented by 

Commander Dr. Robert Keller. The trivia game in-

cluded all members present. A short program was 

presented afterward on the “Winter Huts of McGow-

an’s Brigade,” originally located on the property of 

James Madison’s Montpelier during the winter of 

1863-64. The Third Regi-

ment of the present Ar-

my of Northern Virginia 

Re-enactors has recreat-

ed five of the huts on 

the same location. 

 

 
Confederate Brigadier 

General Samuel McGowan 

1819-1897 

Bill Graham III 

Commanding 



3rd Regt. ANV Reenactors at the winter hut site on James          

Madison’s Montpelier. Summers Koontz Camp #490 

 

The R.E. Lee Camp #726 

 

February 17: Monthly meeting with thirty-six mem-

bers and guests in attendance. Camp members came 

out to march in the streets of Alexandria to honor 

our Confederate Ancestors in the oldest and largest 

George Washington Parade in the U.S.A. Compatriot 

J.J. Smith and his wife Joan opened their home as a 

gathering point prior to lining-up one block 

away.  

 

In addition to camp members, Joe Whitney and 

the Liberty Hall Fife and Drum Corps provided 

stirring period march music. Also in attendance 

were members of the Frank Stringfellow Camp, 

the Maryland SCV Color Guard, The Maryland Di-

vision Band, and Jim Dunbar of the Bowling Camp 

SCV in Maryland with his cannon. Well-known re-

enactor Rob Hodge joined the group with the Sev-

enteenth Virginia Infantry, The Alexandria Rifle-

men, where they won first and second place in 

their historical categories.  

 

The Frank Stringfellow Camp #822. 

 

 

 

R.E. Lee Camp #726, February 17, at the meeting place 

before marching in the George Washington Parade. 

R.E. Lee Camp #726 at the George Washington 

Birthday Parade in Alexandria February 17. 

R.E. Lee Camp won third place in 

the Historical Units category. 



 

Black Horse Camp #780 

 

The camp met February 4 at Walker Jones Attorneys 

in Warrenton. This was strictly a business meeting 

where the camp discussed plans for the upcoming 

Confederate Memorial Day.  Eric Cox stepped down 

as camp adjutant and Chris Paul became the new 

adjutant. Fifteen members attended. 

 

John S. Mosby Camp #1237 

 

The Mosby Camp held the monthly meeting Febru-

ary 18, at the Warren Rifles Museum in Front Royal. 

Twelve members attended. The speaker was William 

Stribling, who spoke on the topic of Stribling’s 

Battery. His ancestor was Colonel Stribling and he 

brought several artifacts and did an oral history of 

his family. 

 

 

 

 

John S. Mosby Camp 

#1237 Warren Rifles Con-

federate Museum Front 

Royal, Virginia 

 

 

 

 

Turner Ashby Camp #1567 

 

February 11: Monthly camp meeting at Hester Audi-

torium in Henkle Hall at Shenandoah University in 

Winchester. Nineteen members attended and one 

guest. The speaker was Doug Perks, whose topic was 

“I Am a Son of Virginia”. His talk discussed the Virgin-

ia Secession Convention and vote, Jefferson County’s 

(Virginia at the time) response to the vote, Union 

occupation, West Virginia Statehood, and the imme-

diate post-war era. 

                                                              

 
Turner Ashby Camp #1567 Commander Jim Glymph 

(right) presented A Certificate of Appreciation to Doug 

Perks for his outstanding talk on secession. 

 

Strasburg Guard Camp #1587 

 

February 12: Held the monthly meeting at the Stras-

burg Community Center in Strasburg. The speaker 

was Nick Racey who spoke on “The Tenth Virginia 

Infantry at Second Manassas.” Due to a snow storm, 

only twelve members attended. With sadness the 

camp reports that member Russell Ray Edmondson 

recently passed away after years of bad health. 

 

Brandy Rifles Camp #1918 

 

Due to Presidents’ Day, the Culpeper Library was 

closed on meeting night. The Burgandine House 

opens in Mid-March and Camp #1918 now will meet 

at the oldest house in Culpeper. This will be home 

for the foreseeable future and the camp will do a lot 

of work on the old place. 

 

 
(click below) 

http://scv.org/


 

Burgandine House 

Future home of Camp #1918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capt. Jack Adams Camp #1951 

 

February 17: Camp #1951 held the monthly meeting at Denny’s Restaurant in Mt. 

Jackson. The speaker was Compatriot Kent Womack who spoke about The 54th Vir-

ginia Infantry and Compatriot Womack’s ancestor who served in that unit. Fifteen 

members attended. 



Monthly Report 

 

Col. D. H. Martz  

Camp #10 

 

I had the pleasure of visit-

ing the Col. D. H. Martz 

Camp #10 at their February 

meeting. 

 

The camp is continuing its Woodbine Cemetery 

headstone replacement project and they have several 

Flag Days scheduled at the cemetery this year: 

 

January 17: 

Lee-Jackson Day 

 

April 17: 

Virginia’s Secession from the Union 

 

April 28: 

Confederate Memorial Day 

 

May 26: 

American Memorial Day 

 

June 6: 

Death of Turner Ashby 

 

November 11: 

Veteran’s Day 

 

The camp swore in new member Matt Miller 
with special thanks to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Rex 

Miller.  Welcome to the SCV and the 5th Brigade 

Virginia Division Matthew! 

 

Compatriot and Camp #10 associate member Adju-

tant-in-Chief, Stephen Ritchie passed his member-

ship pin to Matthew.  AiC Ritchie told everyone that 

his father had passed this pin to him several years 

ago.  Adjutant in Chief Ritchie then took the podium 

and spoke about the history and organization of the 

SCV with a Q&A session afterwards. 

19th VA Infantry Camp #1493 

 

The camp has no report for this month. 

 

Matthew Fontaine Maury Camp #1722 

 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT - DISPLAY OF 

BATTLE FLAGS OF THE CONFEDERACY - 

119TH NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT OF THE 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL 

WAR LANSING, MICHIGAN AUGUST 19, 2000 

 

A resolution in support of the display of the Confed-

erate Battle Flag: 

 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War, condemn the use of the 

confederate battle flag, as well as the flag of the 

United States, by any and all hate groups; and 

 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War, support the flying of the 

Confederate battle flag as a historical piece of this 

nation's history; and WHEREAS, we, the members 

of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, op-

pose the removal of any Confederate monuments or 

markers to those gallant soldiers in the former Con-

federate States, and strongly oppose the removal of 

ANY reminders of this nation's bloodiest war on the 

grounds of it being "politically correct;" and 

 
WHEREAS, we, as the descendants of Union sol-

diers and sailors who as members of the Grand Ar-

my of the Republic met in joint reunions with the 

Confederate veterans under both flags in those bonds 

of Fraternal Friendship, pledge our support and ad-

miration for those gallant soldiers and of their re-

spective flags; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, the 

members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War in 119th Annual National Encampment, hereby 

adopt this resolution. Dated in Lansing, Michigan, 

on this nineteenth day of August, in the year of our 

Ted Crockett 

Commanding 



Lord Two thousand. 

 

-- Thanks to Dale Hundley M.F. Maury Camp No 

1722, S.C.V. 

 

Maj. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee Camp #1805 

 

Camp officers met on 25 January to plan the events 

for the year. Commander Everly presided. This pro-

gram of meetings and activities is the result of that 

session. 

 

-25 JAN- Officer's meeting 

 

-10 FEB – Introduce Program for the Year 

 

-10 MAR - Mr. H.V. “Bo” Traywick, author of Em-

pire of the Owls 

 

-11 APR to 13 APR - Division Reunion in Roanoke 

 

-26 APR - Lamb's Creek Church clean up 

 

-12 MAY - Six Areas of S.C.V. Commander-in-

Chief Interest 

 

-07 JUN - Jeff Davis Birthday Commemoration at 

Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond 

 

-04 JUL – Heritage Festival recruiting booth 

 

-16 AUG – Visit historic Jail & Jackson’s Headquar-

ters in Warrenton 

 

-08 SEP - Favorite Book Night 

 

-18 OCT – Visit to Pamplin Civil War Park, Peters-

burg 

 

-17 NOV – Elections for Camp leadership for the 

next two years 

 

-DEC-No meeting (Merry Christmas!) 

 

Monday night meetings will be at Lone Star Steak-

house at 7:30PM in the Alamo Room.  

 

Saturday “field trip” meet-up times and places will 

be established later. We plan to car pool for “field 

trips” so everyone can make it. Donations for gaso-

line would be much appreciated. 

 

Quote of the Month 

 

"The withdrawal of a State from a league has no rev-

olutionary or insurrectionary characteristic. The gov-

ernment of the State remains unchanged as to all 

internal affairs. It is only its external or confederate 

relations that are altered. To term this action of a 

Sovereign a 'rebellion' is a gross abuse of language." 

 

--- President Jefferson Davis 

 

Rev. Beverly Tucker Lacey Camp #2141 

 

The Rev. Beverly Tucker Lacy Camp #2141 held 

our 7th Annual Charter Dinner on February 22 at the 

Perkins Restaurant on Route 17 in Fredericksburg.  

 

Cmdr. Sawyer recently signed 15 transfer forms 

from members of the Lacy Camp to the proposed 

Stafford Light Artillery Camp forming in Stafford 

County, VA.  A motion passed at the camp's charter 

dinner meeting to donate 1/3 of the Lacy Camp 

treasury funds to the Stafford Camp upon the official 

charter being issued by Division and National. 

 

The camp is gearing up for the many Spring Cam-

paigns and events scheduled throughout the region 

including the Annual A.P. Hill Ceremony in Peters-

burg on April 2.  

 

Mrs. Susan Hathaway was the guest speaker at the 

camp’s February meeting. 

 

Pvt. N. B. Ponton Camp #2179 

 

In addition to our regular duties, i.e., maintaining 

several cemeteries in Nelson County and our Adopt 

a Highway thrash pickup program to name a couple, 

the camp is making plans to provide a color/honor 

guard at a headstone dedication ceremony to honor 

Lt. Mahlon A. Hensley in Huddleston, VA on April 

5, 2014 and the annual UDC ceremony at the     



Confederate cemetery adjacent to the National Park 

in Appomattox on April 13, 2014. 

 

We will also be sending delegates to the annual Di-

vision Convention in Roanoke on April 11 – 13, 

2014. 

 

Division News 

 

The following 3 Compatriots from the 5th Brigade 

are listed along with their Camps and their date of 

death on The Last Roll, they are: 

  

 Henry W. Dawson 19th - Virginia Infantry Camp 

#1493, June 12, 2013  

 Raymond F. Mowbray - Colonel D. H. Lee 

Martz Camp # 10, July 13, 2013 

 Emmett Edwin Lacy, Jr. - Rev. Beverly Tucker 

Lacy Camp #2141, December 11, 2013 

 Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 Mike Virts, DEC 

 

2014 Virginia Division Convention 

 

Roanoke, Virginia, April 11-13, 2014 

 

-Host Hotel: Holiday Inn Valley View, 3315 Ord-

way Drive, Roanoke, VA 24017. Room Cost: $99.00 

per night until 3/28/14. This is a full service hotel, 

and breakfast is included in the rate. State “SCV 

Convention” for room rates. 

 

-Dinner Menu: Buffet cost - $35.00 (2 meats, salad, 

3 vegetables, bread, desserts, tea & coffee) 

 

-Registration Cost: $30.00 in advance, $35.00 at the 

convention. 

 

-Planned Activities: Saturday barbecue lunch and 

tour of General Jubal Early’s birthplace, about 20 

minutes from the hotel. 

 

Lunchtime will be flexible based on the business 

session closing. Cost - $12.00 each - The schedule 

for the convention is at: http://scvva.org/announce/

SCV- DivisionConvention2014-Schedule.pdf 

 

Registration form for the convention is at:  

http://scvva.org/announce/SCV-

DivisionConvention2014-Registration.pdf. 

 

Additional Info: Host Camp will provide vendor 

registration and room for the Order of the Confeder-

ate Rose meeting on Saturday morning. 

 

Registration: Mail checks to:  

 

Fincastle Rifles Camp #1326  

P.O. Box 14193  

Roanoke, VA 24038 

 

In Bonds of the South, 

 

Robert W. Barbour, Sr., Commander,  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ted Crockett, 5th Brigade Commander  

VA. Div. SCV 

 

 

http://scvva.org/announce/SCV-DivisionConvention2014-Registration.pdf
http://scvva.org/announce/SCV-DivisionConvention2014-Registration.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

No report for January 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commander 

at 

Large 



Monthly Report 
  

Pittsylvania  

Vindicators  #828 

Frank Harvey, Com-
manding 

Steve Shields, Adjutant 

Meeting: February 10th, 6:30 – 8:30 

Location: Franks Pizza – Tightsqueeze, Va, 

Attendance: 9 members and 4 guests 

Speaker: Frank Harvey 

Topic: Sherman’s March through the South 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The camp made the decision to place an ad-
vertisement in the local newspaper that not 
only recognizes April as OUR Confederate 
History month, but recognize their camp, 
the SCV, Mechanized Cavalry, and the Or-
der of Confederate Rose.   

Charlotte County Grays, Camp# 1964 

Commander: Ron Graves 

Adjutant: Kurtis Jones 

Attendance: 23 members & guest 

Meeting: February 18, 6:30 to 9pm 

Location: Sheldon’s Restaurant, Keysville, 
Va. 

Speaker: H.V. “Bo” Traywick Jr. 

Topic: “Empire of the Owls, Reflections on 
the North’s war against Southern Seces-
sion” (A very interesting program) 

Camp also sworn in a new member, Tim 
Jenkins.  

Two reports for Dinwiddie Grays Camp 
2220 

Dinwiddie Grays Camp 2220 

Commander: Johnny Neville 

Adjutant: David Reese (Ray) 

Meeting: Jan. 14, 2014 

Location: Old Dinwiddie Court House, Din-
widdie, Va. 

Ron Graves 

Commanding 

Center: New member, Tim Jenkins of Camp 1964  

Left:  Adjutant Kurtis Jones 

Right:  Commander Ron Graves 



Speaker: Mrs. Suzanne Townsend, Past UDC 
Virginia division President 

Topic: UDC heritage, history, and overview 
of its present day functions and support of 
the SCV. 

Attendance: 39 

Additional notes, guest included members 
of the UDC, OCR, and SCV/MC. 

Month: February 11, 2014 

Dinwiddie Grays Camp#2220 

Commander: Johnny Neville 

Adjutant: David Reese (Ray) 

Meeting: February 11, 2014 

Location: Old Dinwiddie Court House, Din-
widdie, Va. 

Speaker: Commander Mike Wright, Dearing-
Beauregard Camp# 1813 

Topic: Biography of Gen.’s Dearing & 
Beauregard 

Additional notes: Camp held elections for 
the next two years, results are as follows: 

Commander Johnny Neville, Lt. Command-
er Herbert Kirks, 2nd Lt. Commander Ryan 
Maitland, Adjutant David Reese, Treasurer 
Tommy Peters, Chaplin Sam Winn, Histori-
an Terry Barfield, Quartermaster Buck 
Waddell, and News Letter Randy Watkins 

Commander’s Report: 

Feb. 16, attended a Tea hosted by the local 
UDC Chapter, H.A. Carrington, several other 
camp members were present. 

Feb. 18, attended monthly camp meeting of 
the Charlotte County Grays 

Feb. 22, attended the 233 Commemoration 
of the “Crossing of the Dan” (Revolution 
War) in South Boston 

(ADDENDUM TO VINDICATORS) 

The Vindicators also have two officers that 
were promoted during the Jan. meeting. 
Both were sworn into their new positions by 
Captain Carroll Tucker, VA Division Mech-
anized Cavalry. 8th Platoon Sgt. Robert 
McDaniel was promoted to 2nd Lt. VA Di-
vision and Cpl. Steve Shields was promoted 
to Sgt. of the 8th Platoon! Congratulations 
to both and well deserved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Lt. McDaniel and Capt. Tucker     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Platoon. Sgt. Shields and Capt. Tucker               



 

 

(R) Camp Historian, Ed Chaney 
was also sworn in as the newest 
8th Platoon member. Also pic-
tured, (L) Capt. Tucker and  
Reggie Bennett (C) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, Feb 23, 2014 marked the 1st anniversary of the 8th Platoon  

Camp speaker for their Febru-

ary 18th   meeting, H.V. "B0" 

Traywick Jr. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10201391967140460&set=gm.667829296602719&type=1


 



 



Old dominion voice newsletter 
Compatriots, 

 

Our Facebook association page 

which supports the Virginia Divi-

sion, Sons of Confederate Veter-

ans, is very popular, capturing over 

8,000 hits per week.  Thanks to all 

who are posting pictures of their 

camp’s events. 

 

If a camp commander, officer or delegate would like 

access to the division page, click the below link and click 

“Like.”  Access cannot be given until you do this one 

step. 

 

Click here to view the Virginia Division page:   

 

http://www.facebook.com/VirginiaDivisionSCV 

 

Brigade, camp commanders, and officers will be granted 

administrator rights to post your own photos, notes, 

messages and advertisements.  If you personally do not 

use Facebook but wish to appoint someone else to post 

on your behalf, they must follow the “Like” process 

above.  If you have any issues or require further assis-

tance, simply send me a quick email.  I typically respond 

rather quickly.  Thanks to all for your great support!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven E. Johnson, Compatriot  

Urquhart-Gillette Camp 1471 

Communications Officer 

Old Dominion Voice 

Editor  
ODVnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107; any copyright-

ed material published herein is distributed under fair use 

without profit or payment to those who are interested in re-

ceiving the provided information for non-profit research and 

educational purposes only. Original content © 2008 Virginia 

Division Sons of Confederate Veterans and may not be re-

printed or reused without express written permission. 

DO YOU USE SKYPE?   

 

GUESS WHAT?!!  You can now find the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans Virginia 

Division on Skype!   

 

If you’re not using Skype you are miss-

ing out on a FREE communications tools where you can 

connect with anyone just about worldwide! 

 

(Click on the Skype logo to download and setup your 

free software.) Once you download Skype you will need 

to create your handle. I have create one called: 

ODVnews2013 

 

Once you are set up, add me to your contacts in Skype. 

 

Find us on Skype by conducting a Skype search using: 

(Sons of Confederate Veterans Virginia Division) 

 

__________________ 

 

TOGETHER WE SERVED 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Click for ODV Editor’s TWS Profile 

Click Me 

http://www.facebook.com/VirginiaDivisionSCV
mailto:ODVnewsletter@gmail.com
http://navy.togetherweserved.com/profile/406875
https://www.facebook.com/VirginiaDivisionSCV
http://www.skype.com/en/download-skype/skype-for-computer/

