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Fellow Compatriots, 

 

First, let me say what an 

honor it is to serve you 

and Virginia as your Di-

vision Commander over 

the next two years.  I 

am truly humbled by 

the vote of confidence you have placed in 

me and my ability to accomplish the mis-

sion. 

 

The Virginia Division is strong, and grow-

ing even stronger.  In the past few weeks, 

two new camps have been chartered in 

the Division and we expect great things 

to come from both of them.   

 

Along with new camps come new mem-

bers! That is something we should all be 

focused on.  There is power in numbers 

and we should always be recruiting for 

the good of our beloved organization.  

 

Unfortunately, we still have issues in 

front of us that must be dealt with, such 

as the Museum of the Confederacy’s mer-

ger into what is now called, the American 

Civil War Museum System.  Gentlemen, 

this merger will do nothing but help to 

destroy any and all that is 

“Confederate!”    As anyone can see, even 

the word “Confederate” has been re-

moved.  An effort must be made to stop 

these plans and let me assure you that 

work on this very issue is proceeding at 

this time.  Whether or not we will find a 

successful avenue to fight the merger is 

up in the air at this point, but we are 

working feverishly and an announcement 

will be made when we have additional in-

formation. 

In the meantime, what we all need to do 

as compatriots of the SCV and caretakers 

of our beloved heritage, is to continue to 

stand in honor of our brave Confederate 

ancestors.  Do not allow the detractors 

have their way with our heritage.  We 

must all come together as one and fight 

the good fight!  Get our message out to 

the public, for everyone to see.  Let it be 

known that we will not simply lie down 

and let today’s politically correct society 

run roughshod over us.  We are gentle-

men and we must act accordingly, but if 

we need to take off our coats and roll up 

our sleeves, then so be it!   Our ancestors 

were heroes and we will not let that be 

forgotten. 

 

Once again, thank you all so very much 

for the confidence you have placed in me 

in electing me as your Division Command-

er.  I will serve the Division to the very 

best of my ability.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

L. Tracy Clary 

Commander 

 

Virginia Division Commander 



Chaplain’s Corner 

My Dear  
Compatriots, 
  
On-going issues 
with my health 
preclude me 
from serving an-

other term as your Division 
Chaplain.  It has been an honor 
to have served you during my 
term.  I pray that I have not dis-
appointed our Lord nor you.  I 
have traveled the breadth of 
our great state from Winches-
ter to Williamsburg and from 
Roanoke to Alexandria in His 
service and yours.  I extend my 
well wishes to the Compatriot 
who succeeds me.  I will not 
say goodbye to you, rather I say 
to you, until we meet 
again.  You will continue to be 
in my prayers.  I end my last 
column in the ODV with this my 
prayer for you.   

My Prayer for You... 
  
May God keep you.  May God 
bless you.  May God’s face 
shine upon you.  May God be 
gracious to you.  May God give 
you His Peace.  God is with 
you.  God loves you.  God made 
you for a purpose and has a 
plan for you.  May you daily 
discover more of God’s purpose 
for you and His plan for 
you.  May God continue to pour 
out His Love on you and shine 
His Light through you.  May 
God’s living streams refresh 
you.  May your life reflect His 
overflowing goodness.  May 
you experience fullness of joy 
in Him.  May your life be a cele-
bration of His Love for 
you.  Amen. 
  
In His Great Love, 
Michael Virts  



Tommy Thomas III 

Commanding 

The Virginia Division, SCV 

Convention was held in 

Roanoke, Virginia on 

April 11-13.  During the 

convention a new slate of 

officers was elected for 

the Division Executive 

Council (DEC).   

 

It was a great convention and I sincerely for-

ward my thanks to the compatriots of the 1st 

Brigade for reelecting me as your Brigade 

Commander! 

 

Tom Smith Camp #1702: held a stone dedica-

tion for  Pvt. James Goodman Pruden of 2nd 

Co. E, Nansemond Guards, 6th VA Infantry, CSA. 

It was conducted on Saturday, April 5, 2014 at 

the Bethlehem Christian Church cemetery in 

Suffolk, VA.  Members of Mr. Pruden’s family 

were in attendance from Ohio and from Freder-

icksburg, VA.  Refreshments followed the dedi-

cation. 

 

General William Mahone Camp #1369: held 

their meeting on April 7, 2014. The speakers 

were Lee Hart and Past Division Commander, 

Michael Pullen. They provided a slide presenta-

tion on the Oakwood Cemetery Restoration 

Project. The camp voted to donate $200 to 

assist with the project and voted to donate an 

additional $200 towards the Blandford Ceme-

tery for the repairs needed on General William 

Mahone’s mausoleum.   

 

First Brigade Commander Thomas also spoke 

to the camp stating that members of the Ma-

hone Camp recently installed a new Confeder-

ate headstone at Milfield Baptist Church for 

Private John Thomas Bowden, Co. D, 16th VA 

Infantry.  Lying at rest since 1930, he now has 

a headstone to honor his service to the Con-

federacy.  A dedication service is being 

planned for later this year.   

 

Lying at rest since 1862, and to honor his ser-

vice to the Confederacy, the camp paid the in-

stallation fee for a new Confederate headstone 

installed at Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond 

forPvt. William A Tomlin, Co. C, 3rd Virginia 

Infantry.    

 

His stone along with his brother’s will be dedi-

cated on May 31st of this year.  Both of the 

compatriots are the great-great uncles of 

camp commander, Robert Joyner. 

 

General Wise’s Refugees Camp #2189: held 

their monthly meeting at the Club Car Café in 

Parksley, Virginia.  In honor of Confederate 

History Month the camp placed a wreath at the 

Accomack County Confederate Monument in 

Parksley.  Camp Commander, Lowell Wallace 

Sr. was present at the convention. 

 

James City Cavalry Camp #2095: held their 

monthly meeting on April 23, 2014 at the Co-

lonial Heritage Country Club with 47 in attend-

ance.  Their speaker was Mr. Scott Williams, 

who spoke about “The Bermuda Hundred Cam-

paign of 1864.”   

 

The camp awarded their Lt. Col. Allen Memorial 

Scholarship to Mr. Jack Herrick, who is a sen-

ior at Lafayette High School.  He will be at-

tending Elon College in the fall.   

 

The camp will be having their Memorial Day 

Service on Friday, May 23, 2014 at James City 

Chapel at 5:00 PM.  A picnic is to follow on the 

Fred Boelt farm at 6:00 PM. 

 



Urquhart-Gillette Camp #1471: held their 

monthly meeting on April 17, 2014.  It was 

held at Mahones Tavern and Museum, Inc. lo-

cated in Courtland, VA.  Their speaker was Jer-

ry Roxbury, and he spoke about the Confeder-

ate States Navy.  There were 25 in attendance.   

 

On April 26, 2014 the camp rededicated the 

Courtland Confederate Monument.  The speak-

er was H. K. Edgerton. Attendance was excel-

lent and a picnic was held following the event. 

 

Visit our site at:  

http://confederatecamp.net 

 

Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/camp1471 

 

Isle of Wight Avengers Camp #14:  met on 

April 1, 2014, at the Carrollton Ruritan Club.  

The speaker for the evening had cancelled, so 

we had a long business meeting.   

 

The camp voted to put an ad in The Smithfield 

Times for Confederate History Month.  Fifteen 

Confederate crosses were ordered and are to 

be placed in Isle of Wight County. 

 

General John R. Chambliss, Jr. Camp #1779: 

met on April 17, 2014.  Eighteen members and 

guests were in attendance.  They finished their 

planning for the Chambliss House event which 

was conducted on April 26-27.  With the help 

of other SCV camps they had a great turn out.  

The speakers did a great job as well. 

 

Magruder-Ewell Camp #99: held their meeting 

on April 17, 2014. Sixteen members were in 

attendance.  Their speaker was Dr. Anna Hol-

loway, and she spoke about “The Confederate 

Navy in Hampton Roads.”   

 

The camp set up a recruiting tent at the 

Endview Plantation during the reenactment of 

the Siege of Petersburg on April 5th.  The 

camp participated in a Living History Day on 

the 12th of April at the Grafton Christian 

Church.  A Memorial Service was held for elev-

en Confederate veterans who are buried in the 

church cemetery.  Commander Ken Wood at-

tended the annual SCV Virginia Division Con-

vention in Roanoke on April 11-13.  The camp 

was presented with its third consecutive Out-

standing Camp Award and Commander Wood 

received a Distinguished Service Award.   

 

The Adopt-a-Spot was cleaned along with a 

clean-up of the Monument Park at Big Bethel 

on the 14th of April.  

 

Quartermaster Gary Hodges attended the 

Menchville High School JROTC Awards Banquet.  

He presented Cadet Sam Methany with the H. L. 

Hunley JROTC Medal and Certificate on the 

25th of April.   

 

Three camp members participated in a reenact-

ment in Plymouth, NC, on April 26-27. 

 

The Virginia Division SCV, set up a recruiting 

tent at the annual Wakefield Shad planking on 

April 16th.  It was manned by 1st Brigade Com-

mander, Tommy Thomas III and members of 

the General Mahone Camp #1369.  Army of 

Northern Virginia Commander, Frank Earnest 

and Past Virginia Division Commander, Mike 

Pullen dropped by.  Bray Bowling and his wife 

also came by for a visit.   

 

Commander Thomas also attended the stone 

dedication by the Tom 

Smith Camp. 

 

Yours in the Cause, 

 

C. W. Thomas III 

Commanding 

http://confederatecamp.net
https://www.facebook.com/camp1471
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Petersburg
http://confederatecamp.net/


GRAFTON CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Quartermaster Gary 

Hodges attended the 

Menchville High School 

JROTC Awards Banquet.  

He presented Cadet Sam 

Methany with the H. L. 

Hunley JROTC Medal and 

Certificate on the 25th of 

April.   
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The camp awarded their Lt. Col. Allen Memorial Scholarship to Mr. 
Jack Herrick, who is a senior at Lafayette High School.  He will be     
attending Elon College in the fall.   

 

James City Cavalry 
Camp # 2095 

 

Jeff Toalson and 
q uar ter ma st er 
Warren Raines 
placing the Best 
Camp banner on 
their camp flag. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Hello Compatriots! 

 

Eight of the eleven camps in 

the 2
nd

 Brigade sent dele-

gates to the annual Division 

Convention in Roanoke. 

 

Hanover Dragoons Camp 

827:  received the Outstanding Camp Ribbon 

for the fourth consecutive year at this years’ 

Convention in Roanoke.  Compatriot Mike 

Tyler was awarded a Certificate of Recogni-

tion for his work on a new book cataloging 

all known Confederate grave markers in Han-

over County.  Compatriot Tinker Sornash was 

awarded a Certificate of Recognition for his 

continued dedication to the upkeep of the 

grounds at the Yellow Tavern Monument.  

 

Captain William Latane’ Camp 1690: Color 

Guard participated in the headstone dedica-

tion ceremony at Hollywood Cemetery on 

April 19
th

 for Pvt. Warren W. Curry of Brack-

stons  Battery, Virginia Artillery.  They also 

presented the Colors for the Confederate Me-

morial Service at Riverview Cemetery on April 

27.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Latane’ Color Guard at Riverview Cemetery 

General James Longstreet Camp 1247:  had 

three delegates attend the Division Conven-

tion:  Adjutant  Walter Tucker,  1
st
 Lt. Paul 

Sacra, who accepted the Outstanding Camp 

Award for the camp and 2
nd

  Lt. Les Updike 

who was elected as the new 2
nd

 Brigade Com-

mander.   

 

Six compatriots also participated in the semi

-annual clean-up of the camp’s mile-long sec-

tion of Studley Road in Hanover County near 

Enon Methodist Church.  

 

May 11
th
 was remembered as the anniversary 

of the mortal wounding of Major General 

James Ewell Brown Stuart in a ceremony held 

by the Richmond-Stonewall Jackson Chapter 

1705 of the United Daughters of the Confed-

eracy. 

Wayne Jones as General Stuart 

Les Updike 

Commanding 



Compatriot Wayne Jones, 5
th

 Brigade Com-

mander, South Carolina Division, SCV por-

trayed Gen. Stuart (see photo previous page) 

in an in-character recount of his life up  to 

the time of his death.  

 

2
nd

 Brigade Commander Updike, brought 

greetings from the Va. Division. Other com-

patriots involved were: The Hanover Dra-

goons with musket salutes, Capt. Jim 

Cochrane  and Knibb’s Battery with  artillery 

salutes.  

 

Wreath presentations were made by: JEB Stu-

art Camp 1343,  Knibb’s Battery,  J.E.B. Stu-

art Memorial Foundaton,  and the Virginia 

Division 2
nd

 Brigade. 

KNIBB’S ARTILLERY BATTERY SALUTE 

 

A new camp, General William C. Wickham, is 

in the process of becoming chartered in the 

Second Brigade. The initial meeting was held 

on May 8
th
 with 27 persons in attendance in-

cluding 3 past Virginia Division Command-

ers.  

 

The guest speaker was Betty Owensby, whose 

topic was: “Lewis Powell – the co-conspirator 

in Lincoln’s assassination.”   

L: JEB Stuart Camp Commander Ray 

R: 2nd Brigade Commander Updike 

 

Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp 3000: the 

speaker at the last meeting was Compatri-

ot, John Henry Taylor and the topic was: 

“Who We Are, What We Do, and Why” 

 

The camp recently received an Outstand-

ing Camp of the Year award from the Vir-

ginia Division and compatriot Jimmy 

Creech received an Outstanding Service 

Award. 

 

Compatriot Fred Merridew was selected 

to be the camp delegate to the national 

convention.   

 

Activities for the past month included:  the 

annual Memorial Day services at both Pelham 

Chapel and Blandford Cemetery, Confederate 

Memorial Day Ceremonies  and headstone 

dedication at Oakwood Cemetery, Headstone 

Dedication at Warrenton Cemetery, and a 

Grave Marker Dedication for compatriot 

Grayson Jennings’ ancestor, Henry C. Jen-

nings at Oakwood Cemetery. 



 

Compatriot Jim Tingle places the 

Fire Eater Wreath at Oakwood 

Cemetery 

 

 

Compatriot 

Marvin Stalnaker 

looks on as Karen 

Cooper places a 

wreath at the 

Oakwood Ceme-

tery Confederate 

Memorial. 

Headstone for Henry C. Jennings, 

Fluvanna Artillery in Oakwood Cem-

etery. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No report for March 2014 

Mike Henderson, Commanding 



Activities of the Brigade 

Commander: 

 

April 11-13: Commander 

Graham attended the 

2014 Virginia Division 

Convention in Roanoke. 

Several Fourth Brigade 

Camps also attended and 

received the “Outstanding Camp Award.”  

 

Several camp officers received individual 

awards for excellent service during the prior 

year.  

 

Commander Graham was re-elected to the 

position of Fourth Brigade Commander for 

the upcoming two-year term. He also attend-

ed two Division Executive Council meetings 

at the convention.  

 

Our new Virginia Division Commander is Tra-

cy Clary and our new Division Adjutant is Ted 

Crockett. 

 

April 17: The Commander attended the 

monthly meeting of the Summers-Koontz 

Camp in Luray. He brought greetings from 

Division and discussed the “Outstanding 

Camp Award.” During the meeting, Com-

mander Graham presented the “Meritorious 

Service Award” to Commander, Dr. Robert 

Keller.  The award had been presented by 

Past Virginia Division Commander, Mike Pul-

len, during the convention the previous 

weekend, but Dr. Keller was not present to 

receive it. 

 

The Fourth Brigade Commander is in the pro-

cess of visiting all thirteen camps during the 

2014-2015 upcoming year. Plans are being 

made for the yearly Brigade Officers Meet-

ing. 

Convention delegates gathered at the home of General 

Jubal Early, near Roanoke, for a picnic and tour. 

Division Executive Council officers during the swearing-in 

ceremony at the Virginia Division Convention. Com-

mander Bill Graham is second from the left. 

Commander Pullen addresses the convention. 

Bill Graham III 

Commanding 



Activities of the camps: 

 

Kemper-Fry-Strother Camp #19. On April 15, 

the camp held the monthly meeting at the 

Kemper Mansion, with twelve members and 

one guest attending. This meeting was the 

“After Tax Dinner” with Compatriot Harvey 

Stoner cooking fish and hushpuppies. Three 

camp members attended the Virginia Divi-

sion Convention in Roanoke. 

 

 

Kemper-Fry-

Strother Camp 

#19 Va. Div. 

Commander 

Mike Pullen 

presents the 

Outstanding 

Camp Award” 

to Commander 

Jim Lillard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kemper-Fry-

Strother Camp 

#19.  Camp 

members en-

joy a fish and 

hushpuppies 

dinner at the 

“After Tax 

Supper.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clinton Hatcher Camp #21. Commander Rick Turner 

(right) and Commander J. T. McConnell at the     

Nation’s Gun Show in Chantilly on April 25-27. This 

was a joint effort between Clinton Hatcher and 

Black Horse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clinton Hatcher Camp #21. Commander Rick Turner 

receives the “Outstanding Camp Award” from Past 

Va. Div. Cmdr. Mike Pullen at the April Va. Div. Con-

vention. Rick also received the Meritorious Service 

Award for his work as commander. 

 



Summers-Koontz Camp #490: 

 

April 12: Camp Commander Robert Keller at-

tended the Virginia Division Convention. 

 

April 17: The camp held the monthly meeting 

at the Luray Train Depot. Special guest was 

Bill Graham, Fourth Brigade Commander who 

presented Commander Robert Keller the 

“Meritorious Service Award” for his hard 

work as camp commander. The award was 

initially presented by Past Division Com-

mander Mike Pullen, but Commander Keller 

did not arrive at the convention in time to 

receive it. The camp presented Commander 

Graham with a “Certificate of Appreciation.” 

 

R. E. Lee Camp #726: 

 

April 7: Monthly dinner meeting. 

 

April 12: At the Virginia Division Convention 

in Roanoke, Past Virginia Division Command-

er Mike Pullen presented the “Distinguished 

Service Award “to Commander Jim Becker for 

doing an excellent job as camp commander. 

Commander Becker was unable to attend and 

the award was mailed to him. 

 

Black Horse Camp #780: 

 

April 1: Monthly Camp Meeting at Walker 

Jones Attorneys in Warrenton. This was busi-

ness meeting and the topics were the upcom-

ing gun show and Confederate Memorial Day. 

Twenty members attended.  

 

Two new members were inducted during the 

meeting. 

April 25-27: The Black Horse Camp shared a 

recruiting table with the Clinton Hatcher 

Camp at the Nation’s Gun Show in Chantilly.  

 

John S. Mosby Camp #1237:  

 

April 17: Camp #1237 held their monthly 

meeting at the Warren Rifles Museum in 

Front Royal. This was a planning meeting.  

 

April 19: the camp participated in a ceremo-

ny for Private Lemuel Fox, who is buried in 

the Shenandoah National Park. Approximate-

ly forty people attended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John S. Mosby Camp #1237. Commander Dwayne 

Mauck receives the “Outstanding Camp Award” from 

Past Division Commander Mike Pullen at the April Virgin-

ia Division Convention in Roanoke. 

 

 

 

John S. Mosby Camp 

#1237. Color Guard 

at the Lemuel Fox 

ceremony on April 

19. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turner Ashby Camp #1567: 

 

April 8: Camp meeting at Shenandoah 

University. The speaker was Doug Perks 

who spoke on “Our Town is Filled With 

Widows and Children.”  This was the sec-

ond part of his discussion of the ques-

tionable secession of Jefferson County 

from Virginia. He also described the ex-

tensive efforts in the county to remain in 

Virginia. Fifteen members and three 

guests attended. 

 

Strasburg Guards Camp #1587: 

 

April 19: The camp met at the Strasburg 

Community Center. Seventeen members  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

attended to hear Nick Racey discuss the 

“Battle of Cedar Mountain.” 

 

Captain Jack Adams Camp #1951: 

 

April 21: Monthly camp meeting was held 

at Denny’s Restaurant in Mt. Jackson. 

Elections were held for new officers with 

the following results: Commander is Wil-

liam L. Zirk, First Lt. Commander is Rich-

ard A. Moomaw, Treasurer is George H. 

Rogers, and Adjutant is Charles Larry 

Beazley (the only new officer). The speak-

er was Donna Shrum, who spoke on John 

“Hanse” McNeill. Thirty members attend-

ed. 

John S. Mosby Camp #1237. April 19, 2014:  Commander Dwayne Mauck presents First National Flags to 

the Fox family members during the ceremony to honor, Private Lemuel Fox. These were the pattern of 

flag used by the Confederacy when Private Fox enlisted. 



Compatriots, 

 

I was elected Command-

er of the 5th Brigade at 

the Division Convention 

in April and I am writing 

to introduce myself. 

  

I would like to thank Past Brigade Com-

mander, Ted Crockett for his excellent work. 

He clearly set a high standard that any suc-

cessor will have a hard time following.  If 

you were at the Division Convention this 

weekend, you will know that Ted is now the 

Division Adjutant ("the easiest job in the Di-

vision"). 

  

I initially joined the S.C.V. on the record of 

Private William S. Jett, 9th Virginia Cavalry 

and 43rd Virginia Cavalry, Virginia Partisan 

Rangers. I have since found some twenty or 

so other Virginians in my family, including 

my great-great-grandfather, who served Vir-

ginia during the War as an officer in the 

47th Virginia Infantry. 

  

There are a few things I would like from 

each camp in this brigade: 

 

- If you publish a newsletter, please add me 

to your distribution. 

- Please send me your monthly reports for 

the Old Dominion Voice. 

- Please send me reports ASAP of the passing 

of camp members. 

- Please tell me any challenges that may be 

developing in your camps before they be-

come serious. 

- Please respond to emails and other con-

tacts from me; I will give you the same  

courtesy. 

  

I will do my best to visit each camp at least 

once per year. If there is a particular activi-

ty you would like me to attend, please let 

me know and I will do my best to attend. 

  

My goal is to encourage communication and 

inter-activity between the camps of the Bri-

gade. All of us together have more capabil-

ity than each of us individually, so let's work 

together. In that light, I will ask each of you 

commanders and adjutants to join a mailing 

list so that we can use to keep in touch. 

Please keep an eye out for it, and join when 

the invitation comes. Also, please seek out 

opportunities to work together. If you're 

having an activity, please invite neighbor-

ing camps -- if not the whole brigade -- to 

join you. 

  

I represent all 5th Brigade camps at meet-

ings of the Division Executive Council. If 

there is an issue or concern you have, 

please share it with me. You may send this 

(or anything) in confidentiality if you don't 

want to be identified. 

  

I am an amateur genealogist. If you have 

someone who would like to join but cannot 

track down an ancestor, please contact me. 

This should NEVER be an obstacle to S.C.V. 

membership. 

  

I am very respectfully your obedient serv-

ant,  

 

Jeffrey C. Smith, Commanding 

Jeff Smith 

Commanding 



Private N. B. Ponton SCV Camp 2179 participated in a marker dedica-

tion in Huddleston for Mahlon Hensley of the 14th Virginia Infantry.  

 

On April 5th family members from as far away as Wisconsin and Colo-

rado attended. Also, on that day we provided colors for an Iron Cross 

event in Appomattox. 

 

At the Convention in Roanoke, we earned our 4th Outstanding Camp 

Award and had two members elected to serve on the Virginia DEC, Ted 

Crockett as Adj. and Tim Hamilton as Inspector. 

 

On April 13th we provided members of the Honor and Color Guard for 

Appomattox, Chapter 11 an Annual Memorial Service. 

 

I am also including some info on one of our compatriots serving our 

country. 

Compatriot PV 2 Jef-

frey R. Johnson II is 

serving proudly in 

the Kandahar provi-

dence of Afghanistan 

with the 1 Brigade 

Combat Team of the 

82nd Airborne Divi-

sion; in support of 

“Operation Enduring 

Freedom.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

No report for March 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commander 

Lars C. Dorton 
 

(photo pending) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Commander Harvey’s Report at the End of this Newsletter.  It was 
so large that I had to create a PDF and attach it separately to save 
space. 

Frank Harvey 

Commanding 



Old dominion voice newsletter 
Compatriots, 

 

Our Facebook association page 

which supports the Virginia Divi-

sion, Sons of Confederate Veter-

ans, is very popular, capturing over 

8,000 hits per week.  Thanks to all 

who are posting pictures of their 

camp’s events. 

 

If a camp commander, officer or delegate would like 

access to the division page, click the below link and click 

“Like.”  Access cannot be given until you do this one 

step. 

 

Click here to view the Virginia Division page:   

 

http://www.facebook.com/VirginiaDivisionSCV 

 

Brigade, camp commanders, and officers will be granted 

administrator rights to post your own photos, notes, 

messages and advertisements.  If you personally do not 

use Facebook but wish to appoint someone else to post 

on your behalf, they must follow the “Like” process 

above.  If you have any issues or require further assis-

tance, simply send me a quick email.  I typically respond 

rather quickly.  Thanks to all for your great support!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven E. Johnson, Compatriot  

Urquhart-Gillette Camp 1471 

Communications Officer 

Old Dominion Voice 

Editor  
ODVnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107; any copyright-

ed material published herein is distributed under fair use 

without profit or payment to those who are interested in re-

ceiving the provided information for non-profit research and 

educational purposes only. Original content © 2008 Virginia 

Division Sons of Confederate Veterans and may not be re-

printed or reused without express written permission. 

DO YOU USE SKYPE?   

 

GUESS WHAT?!!  You can now find the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans Virginia 

Division on Skype!   

 

If you’re not using Skype you are miss-

ing out on a FREE communications tools where you can 

connect with anyone just about worldwide! 

 

(Click on the Skype logo to download and setup your 

free software.) Once you download Skype you will need 

to create your handle. I have create one called: 

ODVnews2013 

 

Once you are set up, add me to your contacts in Skype. 

 

Find us on Skype by conducting a Skype search using: 

(Sons of Confederate Veterans Virginia Division) 

 

__________________ 

 

TOGETHER WE SERVED 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Click for ODV Editor’s TWS Profile 

Click Me 

http://www.facebook.com/VirginiaDivisionSCV
mailto:ODVnewsletter@gmail.com
http://navy.togetherweserved.com/profile/406875
https://www.facebook.com/VirginiaDivisionSCV
http://www.skype.com/en/download-skype/skype-for-computer/


7
th

 Brigade April 

Report 
 
 

CAMP: The Old Brunswick Camp                                                               

NO.   512 
 

COMMANDER:  Johnny Ray Edmonds 

 

LT. COMMANDER: Oliver Wells 
 

ADJUTANT:  Keith Thackston 

 
MEETING HELD:  4/16/2014 

 

Location: South Brunswick Community 
Center 

 

Speaker: Keith Thackston 

     Topic:  Ft. Clinch 
     Attendance:  31 

 

Additional notes about meeting:  
 

Commander Edmonds called meeting to 

order.  We rendered our pledges and the 
prayer given by our Chaplain, Carl Wright.   

 

Our meal was prepared by Julian Moore 

which consisted of  BBQ Chicken and all 
the fixings and sweet tea.  

 

We had our business meeting followed by 
our program which consisted of many 

pictures of Fort Clinch and we spoke about 

how it was used from 1847-1945.  

 
Ft. Clinch sits on the Florida coast and was 

garrisoned during the War of Northern 

Aggression and the Spanish-American War. 
It was also was pressed into service during 

World War II. The Coast Guard, in joint 

operation with the Army and Navy, 
established and maintained a surveillance 

and communications system within the fort 

and on various coastal islands in the area. Ft. 

Clinch stands as one of the finest examples 
of a Third System Fortifications now in 

existence, and is proudly listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places.  

 

OTHER CAMP ACTIVITIES AND 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING THE 

MONTH:  
 
We had our new billboard installed in April. 

So, the next time you pass though Brodnax 

on Hwy 58, check it out!                
 

We had three of our members attend the 

2014 Va. Division Convention, Commander 
Johnny Ray Edmonds, Lt. Cmdr. Oliver 

Wells and our very own Tracy Clary who 

returned home as the Va. Division 

Commander! 
__________________________________ 

 

CAMP: The John M. Jordan Camp                                                               

NO.   581 

 

COMMANDER:  Bill Crews 
 

ADJUTANT:  Dr. Gerald Burnett 

 

The April 28 meeting of the John M. Jordan 
Camp #581 Historical Honor Society was 

held at the Spare Times Grill at 6 PM with 

program at 7PM. 
 

The speaker was Compatriot Ronnie S. 

Roach.  He spoke to our camp on 

GENERAL WADE HAMPTON AND THE 
CHARGE.  

 

His talk this month will be on CAPT. 
RAPHAEL SEMMES AND THE 

ALABAMA.  

 
I will not repeat the many credentials that 

Ronnie has in his local camp, MOS camp, 

NC State Division, and National Division. 

At present Ronnie is a candidate for ANV 
Councilman.  The Alabama was built in 

England in 1861 and commissioned in to 

service in 1862. Captain Semmes 
commanded this 220 ft. sailing ship until 

1864. It was destroyed by the Yankees in 

1864 as it was heading in to France for 
repairs. The Alabama and Capt. Semmes 

were responsible for attacking 55 Yankee 



ships, capturing their supplies and 

destroying them; a truly amazing man and 
ship.  

 

Please bring a family member, friend, or 

guests to what promises to be another great 
talk by Commander Roach. 

 

The Virginia Division SCV Reunion was 
held in Roanoke, VA on April11-12.  

 

Our camp won an OUTSTANDING CAMP 
AWARD for the 5th consecutive year. 

Thank all of you for your hard work.  

 

Former 7th Brigade and Lt. Commander of 
the VA Division, Tracy Clary was elected 

Division Commander. Congratulations 

Commander Clary.  
 

Outgoing Brigade Commander, Ron Graves 

was elected Division Chaplain, and 
Commander, Frank Harvey of the 

Pittsylvania Vindicators was elected 7th 

Brigade Commander.  Congratulations to all 

and I encourage this and all camps to 
support them in their endeavors. 

  

The speaker for the May 26
th
 camp meeting 

will be 2nd Brigade Commander, Les 

Updike.  His topic and book is10 REASONS 

FOR SECESSION, 1 REASON FOR WAR. 

Commander Updike has been invited to 
speak on another subject later-VIRGINIA 

AND THE 14TH AMENDMENT. 

  
The Speaker for the June 23

rd
 camp meeting 

will be Col. Greg Eanes.  He will discuss his 

latest book -VIRGINIAS BLACK 
CONFEDERATES. Commander Crews, 

Compatriot and Mrs. Earnest Newton, and I 

were able to hear this presentation recently 

and you will enjoy it as well. 

 

CAMP: Pittsylvania Vindicators                                                                   

NO.   828 
 

Commander:  Frank Harvey 

Lt. Commander: Jock Owings 
Adjutant:  Steve Shields 

2
nd

 Lt. Commander (Recruiting): Ed Clark 

Camp Historian: Ed Chaney  

 
8 members and 11 Guests were in 

attendance 

 

MEETING HELD:  April 14
th 

 

Location: Frank’s Pizza - Tightsqueeze, VA 

  
Speaker: Frank Harvey 

 

Topic: 
 

On March, 20th, Commander Harvey visited 
with camp member Daniel Dodson 

Matheson Kessler of, Chambersburg, PA. 

Daniel has family that lives in Pittsylvania 

County and is a Life Member of the SCV. 
Although Daniel lives in PA, he is a true 

Southern Gentleman and has true Southern 

values. Mr. Kessler graciously donated 
several books, SCV medals, flyers and a 

flagpole to the camp. It was surly a pleasure 

to see Daniel again and I look forward to 
seeing him on my next trip North. Thanks 

Daniel!!  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

On March 30
th
, six members of the camp (5 

are also members of the 8
th

 Platoon 

Mechanized Cavalry) attended a memorial 

for “Real Daughter,” Mildred Hammock 
Adkins, in Callands, VA.  

 

The Anne Eliza Johns Chapter UDC 
unveiled a UDC marker they placed on Mrs. 

Adkins grave.  

 

Also in attendance were family members, 
UDC Chapter 553 (Rocky Mt VA) and the 

Nora Fontaine Davidson, Chapter 11, 

“Order of Confederate Rose.” 
 

 

 



(L-R) Ed Chaney, Ed Clark, Steve Shields, 
Frank Harvey, Steve Reynolds, Robert   

McDaniel, and Aubrey Ridgeway 

 

Camp 828 has an ongoing “Confederate 
Cross Restoration Project,” which has 

received permission from the City of 

Danville to remove the crosses from city 
cemetery’s to restore them. Camp Lt. 

Commander, Ed Clark and Camp Historian 

Ed Chaney have spent numerous hours 

getting this project off the ground by 
working with the city, getting the 

appropriate documentation for removal, 

supplying the materials and time to restore 
these crosses.  

 

Ed and Barbie Chaney & Ed Clark repaired 

and replaced two damaged Confederate Iron 
Crosses for Pvt. John W. Ramey, (VA 

Artillery) in the Greenhill Cemetery and 

Frederick Baumhardt in Leemont Cemetery. 
Monday, March 10

th
 Ed and Ed met and 

replaced the Iron Cross on Lt. Colonel Elijah 

B. Withers grave. Ed Chaney has painted the 
cross for his 3

rd
 Great Uncle; Col. Withers 

(Company A, 13
th
 Regiment, NC).         

 

Special thanks for these dedicated men and 
women for their Great work in the 

Preservation of our Confederate ancestors! 

 
Camp 828 and the Mechanized Cavalry, 2nd 

Battalion, Company A, 8th Platoon, attended 

a dedication ceremony hosted by the Anne 
Eliza Johns Chapter of the UDC, Greenhill 

Cemetery, Danville, VA. The family of Sgt. 

James A Durham invited both groups to the 

ceremony. (4-5-14) 

 

    (L-R) Aubrey Ridgeway, Steve Reynolds 
        Ladies of the Anne Eliza Johns Chapter of 
                  Robert McDaniel, Jock Owings, Ed 
      Chaney, UDC Chapter, Danville, VA Ed Clark, 
                                     Steve Shields 

 

Camp: The Powhatan Troop                                                                           

NO. 1382 

 

Commander:  Kenneth Phibbs 

Lt. Commander: John  Moody 
Adjutant:  Stuart Townes 

 

Topic:  "The SVC's Best Hope for Success 

is Knowledge of the Truth" 

 

 



Commander’s Comments: 

 
Compatriots: Our April meeting will be on 

the 27th at Creekside Grill, starting at 1:00 

for lunch and, then our guest speaker will 

follow at 2:00.  
 

Our speaker is Past Commander Mike 

Pullen, VA DIV. Mike did a great job 
leading Virginia these past two years during 

the sesquicentennial. This is an excellent 

time to ask questions and have them 
answered by one of our state leaders.  

 

Again, we are hoping our compatriot, Mr. 

William Jervey, will be able attend our 
meeting. 

 

We will plan to entertain nominations for 
officers at our next meeting scheduled for 

May. The election of these new officers will 

be held at the June meeting in the park. 
 

Please remember that our May meeting will 

be held on May 18th. This will be a week 

earlier in the month as compared to our 
usual meeting time due to the Memorial Day 

weekend on the 4th Sunday. 

 
Bishop Campbell and I attended the VA 

DIV convention-business meeting at 

Roanoke. 

 
I will report the list of new VA DIV officers 

as well as other information I received while 

attending the meeting. While there, I also 
received information on two possible new 

members. 

 
Please remember, our camp is composed of 

past commanders, present commander and 

future commanders! 

 

Cannon Report, Kenneth Phibbs, 

Commander 

 
In this month's Cannon Report I will 

continue listing the major battles fought in 

1864 in Virginia. Please note that they are in 
the order in which they occurred during the 

War. I will continue the list in the oncoming 

months' reports until I have listed all the 

major battles in Virginia during the year of 
1864. This month's listed battles occurred 

from May 30
th
 through June 12th. A special 

note to one of our Compatriots; the Battle of 

Piedmont, which occurred June 5-6, 1864 is 
listed in this month's Report. 

 

Battles in Virginia 1864 
(http://www.civilwaracademy.com/civil-

war-battles-in-virginia-1864.html) 

 
Haw's Shop, Other Names: Enon Church 

 

Location: Hanover County 

 
Campaign: Grant's Overland Campaign  

 

(May-June 1864); Date(s): May 28, 1864 
 

Principal Commanders: Brig. Gen. David M. 

Gregg [US]; Maj. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee and 
Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton [CS] 

 

Forces Engaged: Divisions; Estimated  

 
Casualties: 744 total (US 344; CS 400) 

 

Description: Gregg's cavalry division, 
supported by Torbert's division, advanced to 

cover the Army of the Potomac's crossing of 

the Pamunkey River and movement toward 

Totopotomoy Creek. Fitzhugh Lee's and 
Hampton's cavalry divisions, later reinforced 

by Butler's South Carolina brigade, met the 

Federals at Enon Church. After seven hours 
of mostly dismounted cavalry fighting, the 

Federal advance was stopped. Both 

Confederate and Union infantry began 
arriving in the vicinity as the cavalry 

fighting raged. 

 

Result(s): Inconclusive 

 

CAMP: Cabell- Graves                                                                                 

NO.   1402 
 

Commander:  Royce Agee 

Lt. Commander: Theron Hall 
 

4 - Members and 8 Guests were in 



attendance – 3 Members of the Anne Eliza 

Johns Chapter of the UDC, one invited guest 
- Harvey Minnick (American Legion) and a 

potential new member, Jonathan Hackworth. 

Also in attendance were 3 members of the 

Pittsylvania Vindicators, Camp 828. 
 

MEETING WAS HELD:  April 24
th
, 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
 

Location: Mary’s Diner - Danville VA 

 
Speaker: 7

th
 Brigade Commander, Frank 

Harvey 

Topic:  Douglas the Camel 

Douglas The Camel, or “Old Douglas,” 

was a domesticated camel used by 

Company A of the Forty-third 

Mississippi Infantry, part of the 

Confederate Army the Yankee invasion. 

Because of Old Douglas, the 43 MS 

Infantry came to be known as the Camel 

Regiment, Douglas was originally part 

of a U.S. War Department program 

called the Texas Camel Experiment, 

which aimed to experiment with camels 

as a possible alternative to horses and 

mules, which were dying of dehydration 

in vast numbers.  

 

Douglas was shot and killed by a 

Yankee sharpshooter and is currently 

honored with his own grave marker in 

Vicksburg's Cedar Hill Cemetery, in 

Vicksburg, MS.  

On April 25
th
, the Cabell- Graves Camp, 

Pittsylvania Vindicators and friends picked 
up a cannon barrel from Mrs. Parrish (wife 

of Ed Parrish, deceased member of Camp 

1402) that belongs to the Cabell-Graves 

Camp. 

           
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
The hopes are to determine exactly what 

type cannon the barrel belongs to and there 

are tentative plans to place the cannon in a 

private cemetery in Danville.  There are no 
markings on the barrel, it’s 51 inches total 

length, 11 inches across at the butt and a 

smooth bore. Any experts out there that can 
help, we would greatly appreciate you 

advise or information. One thing we do 

know………IT IS HEAVY! 
 

Camp: High Bridge                                                    

NO.   1581 
  
COMMANDER:  Gary Pridgen 

LT. COMMANDER:  Moffatt Evans 

ADJUTANT:  Gary Pridgen 
  

Meeting was held:  04/24/2014 



Location: Charley’s Waterfront Café, 

Farmville 
           

Speaker:   None 

 

Topic:  None 
 

Attendance:     6 

  

Additional notes about meeting:        

  

         Commander’s Corner 
 

Greetings Compatriots, 

 We continue to have another busy 

month of activities.  Compatriots Lieutenant 
Commander Moffatt Evans, Mark 

Fathbruckner, and John Pigg attended a 

Confederate re-enactors recruitment 
gathering at radio station WSVS in Crewe, 

VA on April 26
th
. 

 A special thank-you goes to our 
Camp members, Moffatt Evans and John 

Pigg, who presented our items for donations 

at the Heart of Virginia Festival.  Mark 

Fathbruckner educated the community about 
the life experiences of our ancestors during 

the War Between the States.  Thank you, 

also, Erika Evans who was present and gave 
her support to the effort.  A Job Well Done! 

 Memorial Day Observances will 

be held on May 26
th
.  At 8:00 AM, the High 

Bridge Camp compatriots will meet at the 
Westview Cemetery to place a Confederate 

flag at the graves of those soldiers who 

served in the War Between the States.  At 
11:00 AM, our Camp will meet at the 

Confederate Cemetery and again serve and 

support the Farmville United Daughters of 
the Confederacy.  As requested, our 

members will participate in the following 

ways.  We will provide the 21
st
 Virginia 

Infantry Color/Honor Guard, the James 
River Partisan Rangers Calvary, and the 

printing of the programs.  Rick Neller will 

play “Taps”.  I have confirmed the 
attendance of our Virginia Division, SCV 

Officers: Commander Tracy Clary, Adjutant 

Ted Crockett, and Chaplain Ron Graves. 
 

MRS. LOGAN INSPIRED BY 

MEMORIAL OBSERVANCES IN 

PETERSBURG  

During the Month of March 1868, just three 

years after the end of the Civil War, Mrs. 

Mary Simmerson Cunningham Logan, wife 

of General John A. Logan, Commander in 
Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic -- 

the Union Army Veterans Organization -- 

went to Petersburg. She recounted her visit 
in her article published in the Los Angeles 

Daily Times dated May 30, 1903, titled 

MEMORIAL DAY: A NOTED WOMAN'S 
STORY OF ITS ORIGIN AND GROWTH. 

According to Mrs. Logan:  

 

"...it is especially pleasant to know that the 
ideal of Memorial Day was unwittingly 

suggested by the devotion of the people of 

the South to their heroes. In the early spring 
of 1868 I was one of a party ... to make a 

pilgrimage to the battlefields of Virginia. 

Gen. Logan had long been anxious to make 

a personal inspection of this section of the 
country over which the great conflict raged 

in order to enlarge his knowledge of the 

entire course of the war .... Unfortunately, 
however, circumstances prevented him 

accompanying me and he did not see with 

his own eyes what really prompted the first 
Decoration Day. It is my pleasure to revert 

to it and to pay a just tribute to the gentle 

people whose acts gave me the inspiration 

that resulted in the Decoration Day of 
today."  

We were in Petersburg, Virginia, and had 

taken advantage of the fact to inspect the 
oldest church there, the bricks of which had 

been brought from England. There was an 

old English air all about the venerable 
structure, and we passed to the building 

through a churchyard. The weather was 

balmy and spring-like, and as we passed 

through the rows of graves I noticed that 
many of them had been strewn with 

beautiful blossoms and decorated with small 

flags of the dead Confederacy. The 
sentimental idea so enwrapped me that I 

inspected them more closely and discovered 

that they were, every one, the graves of 



soldiers who had died for the Southern 

cause. The actions seemed to me to be a 
beautiful tribute to the soldier martyrs and 

grew upon me while I was returning to 

Washington. Gen. Logan was at that time 

the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, with his headquarters in 

Washington, and as soon as he met me at the 

station I told him of the graves of the 
Southern soldiers in the cemetery at 

Petersburg. He listened with great interest 

and then said: 'What a splendid thought! We 
will have it done all over the country, and 

the Grand Army shall do it! I will issue the 

order at once for a national Memorial Day 

for the decoration of the graves of all those 
noble fellows who died for their country.' ... 

He immediately entered into a conference 

with his several aides with a view of 
selecting a date that should be kept from 

year to year. He realized that it must be a 

time when the whole country was blooming 
with flowers, and May 30th was finally 

selected as the best season for the annual 

observance of the day." Following this 

discussion, Mrs. Logan goes on to quote 
essential parts of Grand Army of the 

Republic General Order No. 11 which was 

issued on May 5, 1868, designating May 
30th "... for the purpose of strewing with 

flowers or otherwise decorating the graves 

of the comrades who died in defense of their 

country in the late rebellion, and whose 
bodies now lie in almost every city, village 

and hamlet churchyard in the land." Mrs. 

Logan adds a postscript:  
 

"Time has shown how well that order has 

been obeyed, and although the observance 
of the day has grown as the years have 

glided into the past and every city and 

hamlet in the country assists in the noble 

work, the eyes of the nation are every year 
centered upon the 

 MRS. LOGAN INSPIRED BY 

MEMORIAL OBSERVANCES IN 

PETERSBURG  

During the Month of March 1868, just 

three years after the end of the Civil War, 

Mrs. Mary Simmerson Cunningham 

Logan, wife of General John A. Logan, 
Commander in Chief of the Grand Army 

of the Republic -- the Union Army 

Veterans Organization -- went to 

Petersburg. She recounted her visit in her 
article published in the Los Angeles 

Daily Times dated May 30, 1903, titled 

MEMORIAL DAY: A NOTED 
WOMAN'S STORY OF ITS ORIGIN 

AND GROWTH. According to Mrs. 

Logan:  
 

"...it is especially pleasant to know that 

the ideal of Memorial Day was 

unwittingly suggested by the devotion of 
the people of the South to their heroes. In 

the early spring of 1868 I was one of a 

party ... to make a pilgrimage to the 
battlefields of Virginia. Gen. Logan had 

long been anxious to make a personal 

inspection of this section of the country 
over which the great conflict raged in 

order to enlarge his knowledge of the 

entire course of the war .... 

Unfortunately, however, circumstances 
prevented him accompanying me and he 

did not see with his own eyes what really 

prompted the first Decoration Day. It is 
my pleasure to revert to it and to pay a 

just tribute to the gentle people whose 

acts gave me the inspiration that resulted 

in the Decoration Day of today."  
We were in Petersburg, Virginia, and had 

taken advantage of the fact to inspect the 

oldest church there, the bricks of which 
had been brought from England. There 

was an old English air all about the 

venerable structure, and we passed to the 
building through a churchyard. The 

weather was balmy and spring-like, and 

as we passed through the rows of graves I 

noticed that many of them had been 
strewn with beautiful blossoms and 

decorated with small flags of the dead 

Confederacy. The sentimental idea so 
enwrapped me that I inspected them 

more closely and discovered that they 

were, every one, the graves of soldiers 
who had died for the Southern cause. The 



actions seemed to me to be a beautiful 

tribute to the soldier martyrs and grew 
upon me while I was returning to 

Washington. Gen. Logan was at that time 

the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand 

Army of the Republic, with his 
headquarters in Washington, and as soon 

as he met me at the station I told him of 

the graves of the Southern soldiers in the 
cemetery at Petersburg. He listened with 

great interest and then said: 'What a 

splendid thought! We will have it done 
all over the country, and the Grand Army 

shall do it! I will issue the order at once 

for a national Memorial Day for the 

decoration of the graves of all those 
noble fellows who died for their country.' 

... He immediately entered into a 

conference with his several aides with a 
view of selecting a date that should be 

kept from year to year. He realized that it 

must be a time when the whole country 
was blooming with flowers, and May 

30th was finally selected as the best 

season for the annual observance of the 

day." Following this discussion, Mrs. 
Logan goes on to quote essential parts of 

Grand Army of the Republic General 

Order No. 11 which was issued on May 
5, 1868, designating May 30th "... for the 

purpose of strewing with flowers or 

otherwise decorating the graves of the 

comrades who died in defense of their 
country in the late rebellion, and whose 

bodies now lie in almost every city, 

village and hamlet churchyard in the 
land." Mrs. Logan adds a postscript:  

 

"Time has shown how well that order has 
been obeyed, and although the 

observance of the day has grown as the 

years have glided into the past and every 

city and hamlet in the country assists in 
the noble work, the eyes of the nation are 

every year centered upon the great 

national cemetery on the Heights of 
Arlington where, lying under the emerald 

lawns and shaded by the great trees, are 

the bodies in whose honor the day was 
inaugurated. Nearby the graves of the 

men who wore the blue are hundreds of 

mounds that cover all that was mortal of 
those who wore the gray, and it is one of 

the most beautiful traits of forgiving 

humanity that none of them are 

overlooked on the most sacred day in the 
American calendar. In Dixie they garland 

with one hand the mounds above the 

ashes of the northern soldiers while with 
the other they strew beautiful blosoms on 

the graves of their own heroes. We of the 

north do the same, for they were all 
heroes, each dying for the cause he 

thought was right. They gave their all to 

prove their sincerity, and they all died 

true Americans whatever their political 
affiliations may have been...."  

 

The Logan files show that the terms 
Memorial Day and Decoration Day were 

used interchangeably from the earliest 

observances. The Petersburg connection 
with the National Memorial Day is clear, 

historical, and convincing.  

 

Summary. As of this writing, Memorial 
Day is observed on the last weekend in May. 

The pages you have just read show the 

logical chain of events leading up to the 
establishment of the National Memorial 

Day. This chain of events illustrates clearly 

the cause and effect relationship of these 

specific historic occurrences resulting in the 
National Memorial Day. It all started with 

the Battle of June 9, 1864, at Petersburg, 

Virginia. This battle caused the Ladies 
Memorial Association of Petersburg to be 

formed with the purpose of memorializing 

the City's militiamen who had been killed in 
battle. Concurrently, the Grand Army of the 

Republic, the Union Army veterans' 

organization, was being formed. The 

formation of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and the election of General John 

A. Logan to be its Commander in Chief 

caused Mrs. John A. Logan to visit 
Petersburg where she saw the flags and 

flowers on the graves of the dead heroes of 

the Battle of June 9, 1864. The memorial 
observances by the Ladies Memorial 



Association of Petersburg caused Mrs. 

Logan to tell General Logan of her 
inspiration for doing the same for the dead 

Union heroes. Mrs. Logan's inspiration 

caused General Logan to issue Grand Army 

of the Republic General Order Number 11 
which established the practice of decorating 

veterans' graves all over the United States. 

The practices instituted by General Order 
Number 11 caused the National Memorial 

Day to be May 30th. Cities and towns all 

over the country, many of which already had 
their own Memorial Day, adopted May 30th 

as their own day of observance.  

 

Conclusion. From the foregoing cause and 
effect relationship, we can see that the city 

of Petersburg, Virginia, is the inspiration for 

and origin of the National Memorial Day. 
 

Editor’s Note: The news papers keep 

trying to give credit for Memorial Day to 

the North when it was Southern Ladies 

who should be given credit for its 

inception and original observance. An 

observance held throughout the South 

from as early as 1862. 

 

Next Meeting 
May 22, 2014               7:00 pm Charley’s 

Café 

June 26, 2014               7:00 pm Charley’s 

Café 
July 24, 2014                7:00 pm Charley’s 

Café 

August 28, 2014           7:00 pm Charley’s 
Café 

 

Coming Events 

 

May 26, 2014         Memorial Day 

        Flags: Westview 8:00 am install  

5:00 pm removal 
 

Service: Confederate Cemetery 11:00 am 

 

June 21 & 22, 2014  150
th

 Anniversary of  

 

 

 

 

The Battle of Staunton River Bridge at 

Staunton River State Park,  Randolph, 

Virginia 

 

In Memory of the Confederate Soldier  

Major General Fitzhugh Lee.  

The private soldier of the Confederacy had 
no hope of conspicuous honors, no 

opportunity to lay up riches, while meager 

rations and scant clothing banished any 
prospect he may have cherished for a 

reasonable amount of the pleasures of army 

life. The separation from his home, in many 
instances, marked the period when domestic 

sorrow replaced domestic happiness, and 

absolute want followed a fair competence. 

He gave a wonderful exhibition of courage, 
constancy and suffering, which no disaster 

could diminish, no defeat darken. The 

soldiers went to battle from a sense of duty, 
and were not lured into the ranks by 

bounties and pensions. If saved from the 

dangers of the contest, his reward was the 

commendation of his immediate 
commanding officers and the 

conscientiousness of duty faithfully 

performed. If drowned amid the hail of shot 
and shell, his hastily buried body filled a 

nameless grave, without military honors and 

without religious ceremonies. No page of 
history recounted in lofty language his 

courage on the field or his devotion to his 

country, or described how, like a soldier, he 

fell in the forefront of battle. His battle 
picture, ever near the flashing of the guns 

should be framed in the memory of all who 

admire true heroism, whether found at the 
cannon's mouth, or in the blade of the 

cavalry, or along the blazing barrels of the 

infantry. There he stood, with the old, torn 
slouch hat, the bright eye, the cheek colored 

by exposure and painted by excitement, the 

face stained with powder, with jacket rent, 

trousers torn and the blanket in shreds, 
printing in the dust of battle the tracks of his 

shoeless feet. No monument can be built 

high enough to commemorate the memory 

of a typical private soldier of the South. 

 



"An Obedience To Duty As They 

Understood it; These Men Suffered All; 
Sacrificed All and Died!"   Anonymous 

 

Editor: I found this after the Newsletter 

was all finished. It seemed a fitting tribute 

to use just before Memorial Day. 

 

As our camp members continue to work on 
the current development of the High Bridge 

Camp By-Laws, I am asking everyone to 

please access the National Sons of 
Confederate Veteran’s (scv.org) website and 

review the Camp By-laws (sample).  We 

have thus far covered ARTICLES I-VII and 

will continue on at the next meeting.  All 
suggestions and ideas from our members are 

welcomed. 

  
I am looking forward to seeing you at our 

meeting Thursday, May 22
nd

 at 7:00 PM and 

during the Memorial Day activities. 
 

Knowledge of our history, Education of 

others, Participation in activities 

 
 Gary Pridgen, Commander 

 

 
Heart of Virginia 2014 Moffatt Evans, John Pigg, 
Mark Fathbruckner 

 

CAMP: Charlotte County Grays                                                              

NO.1964 

Commander, Ron Graves 

Adjutant, Kurtis Jones 

Monthly meeting, April 15, 2014 

Location, Sheldon’s, Keysville, Va. 

Speaker, Commander Frank Harvey 

Topic, “Douglas the Camel,” A very 

interesting program with a power point. 

Attendance, 18 members and guest 

Other Camp activities this month, 

April 5, four members assisted in a 

dedication of a Grave Marker for 1
st
 Lt. 

Mahlon Advise Hensley, Co. B, 14th 

Regiment. Service was held in Huddleston, 

at Smith Mountain Lake. Camps from the 3
rd

 

& 5
th
 Brigades had members there helping 

as well as our Camp from the 7
th
 Brigade. 

Members from the camp who assisted, 

George Pettee, Jason & Stanley Foster, and 

Ron Graves. 

April 11-13, two members attended the State 

Convention in Roanoke. Attending 

Treasurer Stanley Foster and Commander 

Ron Graves. 

April 13, Three members attended the 

annual Memorial Service at the Confederate 

Cemetery at Appomattox. Members 

attending and serving on the Honor Guard, 

George Pettee, Stanley Foster and Ron 

Graves. A wreath from the Camp was also 

placed. 

April 19, Four members did a Living 

History at the Farmville Library. Attending, 

George Pettee, Jason & Stanley Foster, and 

Ron Graves. This the 2
nd

 year the Camp has 

done this. 

April 27, The Camp held its annual 

Confederate Memorial Service, this was a 

joint program held with H.A. Carrington 

Chapter 1055, UDC. Four Iron Crosses were 

dedicated. One for the ancestor of 

Compatriot William Purcell,  one for the late 

Compatriot Marshall Tucker’s ancestor. The 



other two were for Veterans buried in the 

same family cemetery. 

Members placed over 100 Confederate Flags 

at various grave sites in the County.  
 

Members also cleaned four Confederate 

Veterans grave sites. 

 

CAMP: Dinwiddie Grays Camp                                                                   

NO. 2220 
 

COMMANDER: Johnny Neville 

 

ADJUTANT: David Reese (Ray) 
 

MONTHLY MEETING HELD: 4/8/14 

 
Location: Old Dinwiddie Court House, 

Dinwiddie VA 

 

Speaker: Mr. Richard Stewart, Honorary 
Major of Pocahontas Island, Petersburg, VA  

 

Topic: Black Confederates and their role 
and experience during the CW.  

 

Additional notes about meeting:  
 

Guest included members of the UDC, MC, 

OCR, and member of local SCV camps.  

Also in attendance were two members of the 
Dinwiddie Board of Supervisors; Daniel 

Lee, and William Chavis.  Total attendance 

was 45 
 

Jeff and Keith Anderson were sworn in as 

new members of Camp 2220 
   

OTHER CAMP ACTIVITIES, 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING THIS 

MONTH: 
 

1.  Joined Dearing – Beauregard Camp 1381 

at Ft. Clifton Heritage Day 22 Mar.  
 

2.  Camp 2220 took part in the Sutherland 

Heritage Day 28th & 29
th
 March 

 
3.  Road Clean up April 5

th
  

David Reese, ADJ. Dinwiddie Grays, Camp 

2220  
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